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Sermon entitled «© The Servant of the Lord 
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'To the Rev. Mr.: rib TINGTON. 
s I R, 


N 


Erk the utmoſt calmneſs and com- 
q poſure of mind, I have peruſed your 


known it to have been preached by the Rev. 
Mr. Huntington, I ſhould not have ſuppoſed 
the preacher to have been a ſervant of the Lord, 
as it breathes a ſpirit directly contrary. to is 
I am bold to ſay, and that upon the beſt au- 
thority, there was not a word of it flowed from 


I. 


and falſhood, a whirlwind of rage and revenge: ; 
put the Lord dwells not in the whirlwind, nor 


1 'A 2 | in 
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in the fiery -paMions of men, but in "the ſtill 
ſmall voice of holy love, ang of a _ and 
quiet ſpirit, op — 

When I turn my eyes "ny yaur — 
to the fifth chapter of Matthew, I hear the great 
prophet of the church pronounce, % Bleſſed are 
ye when men ſhall revile you and perſecute you, 
and ſhall fay all manner of evil againſt you falſe- 
ly for my ſake.” My ſpirits exhilerate, my 
l glows with the moſt ꝑleaſigg compla- 
cency ; and being perſuaded that truth, and the 


Sod of truth is on my fide, I will not fear What 


man can do againſt me, Pſal. cxviii. 6, * Cealey 


. ye from man whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, 


for wherein is he to be accounted of,” Iſaiah ii. 
22. Lou may perceive therefore, Sir, that 1 
am not terrified by your ſolemn denunciation, 
or awed by your threats; No] When you have 
an arm like God, and can thunder with a 


voice like him, Job xl. 9. then I will fall | 


before you in fear and. diſmay ; but till then, 
I muſt take the liberty to affure you, 1 elteem 


your anathemas juſt as I ought to eſteem them, 


the vain breath of a W mortal, leſs than not 

- thing and vanity. 

My ſentiments of you, Sir, are juſt the ſame 

they were before I peruſed your late publica- 

tion.; I ſtill believe you to be a chriſtian, and 
at vou are ſent of God into the miniſtry, but 
alſo believe and am ſure that you have | 

to an ayful ſpirit | of 7 and bitterneſs, 


which 


6 


which while i it catries you SN muſt gtieve 
the Holy Spirit, bring guilt and darkneſs upon 
your mind, and greatly prevent the ſucceſs of 
your miniſtry, as well as afflict the people of 
God, who may with propriety lament over you 
in the language of divine inſpiration, and, ſay, 
1 How are the mighty fallen?“ 2 Sam, i. 19. 
How i is the, gold become dim ? How is the, 
moſt fine. gold changed?” Lam. W. 1. 

I muſt beg leave in the firſt place, Sir, to af 
ſure you that I have not, neither evet had, any 
F \ perſonal diſlike, enmity or prejudiee whatever, 
Inſt you, When I firſt took up my pen upon 
is ſubject, my motives were the beſt and no- 

bleſt ; in the world, and far from being unfriend- 
ly to you; and I have at this moment the plea- 
ſure, the heartfelt ſatisfaction to aſſure you, 
and that with the greateſt ſincerity, I can and 
do forgive whatever you have ſaid of me, for 
though I deteſt and abhor your ſpirit and tem- 
per. yet I pity you and pray for you daily. 
In the ſecond place, I muſt take the liberty 
8 2 miſtake whieh you make in your 
osth page; wherein you mention a private 
letter which you ſome months ago received from 
me, I wiſh this had not been a wilful miſtake: 
O Sir, it is very unbecoming your character as 
a miniſter of the goſpel, to misſtate and miſ- 
repreſent things, in order to deceive the public, 
and injure your antagoniſt. I think it my duty 
to n up this point, and providentially I have 
Ne 27 it 
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it in en to . it, as have a copy of that 


SOS A *23 


my 155 — to you 3 but firſt i it will be proper for 


me to. tranſcribe your paragraph upon that ſub- 
ject, which is as follows, | 


I have received letters from all ſorts of | 
« people, women and I ſome have informed 
te me that they have been intolerably prejudiced 
& againſt me, and deſired me to call upon 
« them to remove it, which I did ſee to be 
_« a part of my duty as a miniſter; br. people © 
_ « that live in idleneſs can attend upon mthe.bet-/ 
« ter than I can upon them, eſpecially wo 


« deſtitute of grace, who rather command than 
* #atreat. I own "wiſdom is gentle to them 


« that © intreat, but not to women that command. 
„ did not get at my miniſtry ſo eaſy, and 
« therefore dare not make it too cheap. Let 
ce them return unto thee, ſays God, but return 
ce thou not unto them,“ Jer. xv. 19. 3 
I muſt now inform my readers, that being 
accidentally in company with Mr Huntington 
at the houſe of a very reſpectable friend, both 
of his and mine, my mind was led to wiſh for 
an hour or two's converſation with him on ſeri- 
ous ſubjects; the particulars of Which will ap- 
pear 1 77 my Letter. I dropped a hint of this 
to Mrs. who very obligingly mentioned 
to Mr, H. that 1 had ſuch a deſire, but without 
explaining the motive, for which there was then 
no i he N wich the Propoſal, 
and 


TROY 
ink it Was ſettlgdathas, Mr. H.,would. drink ted 
chat day week. at Mrs. 1.8, No. 31, Jewin- 
ſtreet; it afterwards occurred. to me that Mr. 
might perhaps form an idea that 1 wanted 
| ſpiritual advice, or Jomewhat, different 

from the real matter, and as I did not wiſh 10 
take him by ſurpriſe, nor any thing that might 
oſſend him in the leaſt, [ thought it would be 
moſt proper to give him ſome intimation of the 
reaſons I had | r-defiring to converſe with him; 
I» thereforgWMrote) the following: lines to him, 
Which ir the Letter he alludes to in the forego- 
\ n and which I now ſubmit to the 

Gnſideration of the public, leaving every can- 
did mind to judge whether there is any thitig in 
it of a commanding nature, 1 18 s the re 
. Mr. H. we roar it in. 


Jo the Rey: Mr. HUNTINGTON. f 
$ IR, | 


| A® you have promiſed m me 1 en of. an f 
hour or two's converſation with you on 


Tueſday next, if the Lord permit, I think it may 
not be improper for me to give you a little inti- 
mation of the reaſons I have for deſiring ſuch a 
' favour. My mind, Sir, has been for a great 
while paſt; exceedingly prejudiced * againſt 


£2 The prejudice I ſpeak of here, was not a ſinful malici- 
ous prejudice, or any thing perſonal, it was not againſt Mr. 


but againſt his pride angry ſpirit, and erroneous Anti 
ments concerning the moral law. 
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(8 ) 
you ; if that prejudice is unjuſt and ill-founded, 
I ſhould be heärtily glad co throw: it off; and 1 
think that an hour or two's converſation with 
you will be the moſt probable means to ſatisfy 
my mind; I have no vain curioſity to gratifj in 
the matter, nor any deſign to commence a con- 
troverſy: my only with is to be convinced 
whether that prejudice which I have imbibed 
againſt you, is well or ill-founded, that if it ap- 
pears unjuſt, I may caſt it away. I hope, Sir, 
that you will not think my requ 
unreaſonable, I hope you will make it", 

of prayer, which I alſo do; and if you ate] 
to condeſcend to favour me with your — 
at the time appointed, I hope the Lord will 
come with you, and that the reſult of our con- 
verſation will be to his glory, for whatever 
tends to the edification of the meaneſt of his 
ſheep cannot but be connected with the glorx 
of the Great Shepherd, for whoſe ſake you will 
pardon the trouble I am now giving you, and 
n me to ſubſcribe, 


* kf I R, 
your moſt obedient 


humble Servant, a4 
8 MARIA DE FLE URL. 
No. Is, Jewit-ftrpe; r 
April, 1 87 e 
d | THE 


(9) 
THE day appointed fo Mr. Huntington“ J 


vilit (and let it be remarked, it Was himſelf 
appointed it) came, but no Mr. H. however 
two days afterwards I received the following 
letter from him: I ſhall tranſcribe it verbatim, 
with the greateſt faithfulneſs, and I doubt not 
but my candid readers will be as much furprized 
at * contents is of it as 1 was when 1 received i it. 

| 14 pf PLEURY. 


- Wincheſter R ow, wa. 


. 


AS 6, | 
Hen I propoſed 60 your requeſt) " 
ling on you, Itook it for granted that you 

cc wanted ſome ſpiritual aſſiſtance, by ſpiritual 
«converſation. - 1 had not the leaſt idea of a 
« woman——and one I know nothing of—one 
de that is no part of either my charge or audi- 
et ence: - one that knows no ill of me, nor 
ce can prove any: - one whoſe ſhallow judg- 
ce ment can never controvert, much leſs over- 
« throw the teſtimony that 1 have received 
« from the Saviour: nor can her prejudiced 
« mind injure my miniſtry, nor condemn my 


= 1 44 


cc life. If you have adhered to lies of me, it is 


ce a plain proof that you are not kept by the 
© mighty power of God: A mind prejudiced 
te againſt the righteous, enjoys neither life nor 

ce peace. If your heart is the ſeat of envy, the 
_ "VO God dwells not there—envy lays the 


« filly 


* So $1 
4 13 


0 10 ) NU 

«ſilly one. God Wk you. not to ere 
ce accuſation a inſt a ꝓpreacher under two or 
« three witelles ; and thoſe witneſſes are to 
4e face the accuſed, whi h 1 ſhall never F. 

6e 1 | defy the whole, iP to overthrow my. 

et timony,. or charge me with any grofs crime 
« ſince called by grace; this being the .caſe, 
60 your prejudice is ill-founged ; and I defy.you 
< to ſhew me any foundation ſaid in God's book 
«, for the prejudice of any real believer :—Sup- . 
ce poſe I was the vileſt man in Wl. the world, 
tc and. had done you the greateſt injury.? you 
«are commanded then to love and to do | 
« to me. Before you talk of controyer 
<« would beſeech you to read the bible, and not 
4 talk of prejudice being juſtly founded, until 
« God ſhews you that he has laid a foundation 
« for it. You are commanded to love your 
| « enemies —and bleſs them that curſe you, and 
= - * if ſo, you have no cauſe to hate me, bo am 
| e no foe. to you in heart, nor a ſcandal to bro- 
j « therly love in life.—If your pr udire is un- 
ö « juſt, you promiſe to. caſt it off: poor ſoul | 


« thou knoweſt but little of thine own heart, if 
_ & thy mind has been in conjunction with the 
«© devil, and thou haſt conceived prejudice by 
ac that foul embrace; it requires a better mid- 
<« wite than thou to caſt that brat out: hen 
&. ſin hath, coi,ceived it brings forth death. 
«Thou art as great a ſtranger to the deceitful- 
« neſs. of a awn heart, as chou art to the word 
: | ec of 


Cn). | 
« of Cod. I would'ladviſe thee:as a friend, to 
« dip a little deeper No to thing own heart 
* and intò God's "book, before thou write to 
“ me again; or elſe I ſhall commence à con- 
1 troverſ with. vou, and turn all our 0 
e ed withos7 into | fooliſhneſs. f you” 
0 any evil Re, or ity ou can bring one cite 
ce can prove ; any to my . ſet the time, and I 
« will meet Hic or vou, at Mr — to 
run aftet-eygry blind wotnan hit hates me, 
« would Beche only way for to induce” Satan 
«to employ all my time. The command of 
0 God; to me is, to preach the word, and over- 
k the flock. And his command to you is 
6 to d Keep fence, guide 7 1 7 mind your 


g&® 4 » ©4 


* 


ct Abe ang turn aſide er Saran—not to o be 
oY tatler nor a buſy body ia other mens mat- 
ce ters; not to de idle, and not to ſpeak things 
et that you ought not. Thus you ſee the Lord 
ce hath ſet us 1 a raſk—] to my work, and 
c& you to yours ; ; and you may depend upon it 
« that God with juſtify the ' righteous! and con- 


ce demn the wicked; until which pin; Ng 
«reſt and remain a 


7 1 wg * 
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© Wm. Huntington.” 
me ae. 
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To this I returned the following | anſwer 


To the Rey. Mr. HUNTINGTON. 


1 


SIR, + > a. 


Tow: I have long etertained a defire of 
converſing with you, the conſideration of 
my being a woman, unconnected with you as 
a Paſtor, kept me from ever\troubling you on 
the ſubject; ; but providentially meeting with you 
at Mr I was led to make the requeſt, 1. 
am a woman 1 acknowledge, and women 
the moſt unworthy ; but notwithſtanding Paul 
ſays, “ there is neither male nor female, fo 
« are all one in Chriſt Jeſus,” Gal. iii. 28. 
And though I am not connected with you, Sir, 

as a Paſtor, yet when I hear the great apoſtle of 
the Gentiles ſaying, « All is yours, whether 

« Paul or Apollos, or Cephas,” &c. &c. I can- 
not help thinking I am ſomewhat intereſted in 
you, as a miniſter of the goſpel of Chriſt, tho” 
not my own particular paſtor. If I am miſtaken 

in this, 1 ſhould be glad to be ſet right ; and 
though I acknowledge women are commanded 
to keep ſilence in the church, that is, they are 
forbid to take part in any public miniſtrations; 
yet they certainly are not forbid or denied the 
priviledge of private converſation, either by 
word or writing with chriſtians or miniſters ; if 
they are, Priſcilla acted a very unbecoming part 

in preſuming to converſe with Apollos. Here 
fir, I hope you will not miſunderſtand me, for 
1 


* 


- A 46 Wy 
I afore you I had not the preſumption to ſup- 
| poſe you 1 * be at all benefited b 9540 
ing with me; my only wich and enpectation 
was, that I might be benefited by you, far if 
your converſation had been a means of remov- 
ing prejudice from my mind, it would have 
been a benefit, 
I acknowledge the ſhallowneſs of my judge 
ment, fir, and am ſo ſenſible of it that my con- 
ſtant wiſh andaim is to have it guided by the 
word of God, which is an unerring guide. I 
am ſurpriſed fir, that you ſhould charge me 
With hating you, I cannot” think there was a 
word'in my letcer which implied any ſuch thing: 
1 am ſure there was not; it is far, very far 
from being the caſe; if there is a perſon in the 
world 1 diſlike more than others, and againſt , 
whom my mind is moſt of all prejudiced, it is 
Mr — and yet I do not hate even him, much 
leſs you, fir; I aſſure you, you are much miſta- 
ken in that idea. I bring no accuſation, ſir, 
againſt your life; my prejudice is of another 
kind, it has ariſen partly from having heard (and 
that not from the mouth of one or two, but 
| many witneſſes) that you hold ſome ſentiments 
| Contrary to truth: Now though my judgment 
is ſhallow, and underſtanding weak, yet the 
truth"of God is dear and precious to me; not 
only a part, but every part of truth, as far as 
_ Fes of truth has led me to ſee it, At the 
ſame 


met WI 


1 
0 ane Hal '*;contide ed y you mig he haye been 
miſund erſtood, or, PE: 37 55 "and this 15 | 
12 with a little 55 ation, w with, you, t 
167 you, fir, T ho ul. never 1 5 ace 
youſon Fg ſubjed, if had not providentially 
it you that day. 80 far from hating 
you, or envying you, it is. evident there muſt 
be ſome candour in my "mind towards Ibu, o- 
therwiſe 1 ſhopld nor hape been willing to! bay 
wen up . the prejudice. * had. Ki = 
58 vou was injured, upon other 87 Wh , 
you. yourſelf could, not. fairly deſire it; and i 
promiſing. that, I think, (ir, [ gave; more N. 


ofa candid mind than of alt lfte 2 


mind which can, imbibe A prejudice. it is, not 
willing to part with, upon, ſcriptural terms, and 
even when convinced. i it 15 unjuſt, Mill continues 

ro bold it faſt, is a mind very. unlike the mind 
of Chriſt... Now though I acknowledge 1 haye 
but à ſmall acquaintance with my own heart, 
yet through the riches, of divine grace, 1 cel 
this moment that Were my mind ſcriprurally 
ſatisfied, 1 could give Mr H. the right hand « of 
fellowſhip. This 1 know, ſir, is not worth, your 
acceptance, neither do, I. now preſume to ex- 
pect any ſuch fatisfaction, I only mention this 
by way of aſſuring you that I am not "aQtuated 
by that ſpirit of rancour and malice that, Jou 
1 4 "1 (73. line 


£ ww © 4 10 3421 
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I defre à mich deeper ee Bath 
with my on heart and the bock of God; but 
what reaſon you have to ſuppoſe I think my- 


ſelf wiſe, I cannot tell; I am fure there was no- 
thing in my letter which could have given riſe 
to ſuch an idea in your mind; but whether I 
think myſelf wiſe, or whether I feel myſelf a 
fool, God knoweth and if you commence a 
controverſy with me, ſir, I affure you you will 
not be able to turn my wiſdom into fooliſhneſs, 
for my wiſdom is far above, out of your reach: 
the Lord Chriſt is made unto me wiſdom, all 
beſide him is folly. I believe, fir, he is your 
wiſdom, and if you corfirrietice. the controverſy 
you threaten, 1 hope it will be in che ſpirit and 
meekneſs of wiſdom. For my part, I had no 
deſign to introduce any controverſy whatever, 
God the ſrarcher of hearts, knows tlie u right- 
neſs of my motives in requeſting to ſpeak with 
you. If the Apoſtle Paul was upon earth, and 
I had requeſted ſuch a favour of him, in the ſame 
manner I did to you, Sir; he would have Srant- 
ed my requeſt, for he was a very humble man, 
and had learned to condeſcend to them of low- 


eſtäte. 1 acknowledge, Sir, I am unworthy of 
Jour notice, and yet your maſter has conde- 
ſcended to take notice of me, unworthy as Lam; 
to him I commend you; lincerely praying him 
to bleſs you with an increafe of every grace, and 

that i if you are wrong in any thing, his hg 
| 1 N 


(1 16; N „ 
5 ſpirit may guide you right. IU intreat an.intereſt 
in oy JET * am, with all __ a 
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1 mall n no comment upon theſe Letterg,/ 
but ſhall. leave my readers to decide whether 
Mr. H's paragraph alluding to the firſt of them, 
is juft, and founded in truth, or is à falſe, and 
conſequently a wicked inſinuation, unworthy, 
very unworthy of a miniſter of the goſpel. 

1 ſhall now proceed, not to write an anſwer to 
your late publication, it is by no means worthy 
the time or trouble, notwithſtanding which, I 
mean to ſay a few things upon it. In; the firſt 
place | ſhall endeavour to examine what ſpirit . 
it appears to be of, whether it bears the ſuper- 
ſcription of the ſpirit of Gop, or the reverſe; . 
and in doing this, I ſhall call two incontrover- 
fible witneſſes, the word of God, on the one fide ' 

and the Rev. Mr, Huntington on the other, and 

the judgment ſhall be referred to the Go of - 
truth in thę firſt place, and to every impartial 
mind in the ſecond, | 
Secondly, 


C247 3” 


- 1 Secondlye; 1,;ſhall gonglude N ge. 4 
. ſolemn; and I hape, a flncer ely affect 6 
0 the Rev: Mr; Huntington * 1 
Jam writing, may, the holy ſpirit of p keep 
far from my mind every thing of a Aceh nas 
ture; may he inſpire my heart, and guide my 
pen that I may write in the meekneſs of wWiſdom: 
and w Ren you, Sir; read theſe, lines; may the 
ſame good ſpirit givr you & mind open to con- 
Vviction; may he diſpel the miſt tha now hangs 
over your eyes, that you may ſee the ſnare the 
enemy has laid for your feet; may that ſhare be 
cen that you may be able to walk. bambly 
with your Goo; and to Warn 0 5 e 
e and lowiy in Heaft. 

In the firſt place then, I am to chatnine what 
e your late ſermon appears to be of, whe- 
ther mme a + original; Of the, re- 
eres ir eo 

Un ae deter to youg Sit 1 thdea- 
vouredico ſhew in as clear a mauner as ] poſſi- 
5 „ bl could, from the word of God, what's chriſ- 
tian ſpirit and temper is; but as you have paſ- 
ſed over that Letter in profound filence, per- 
2d 5 high you" have not readl it, or if you have, I ſup- 
Nt Poſe you defer anſwering it to a futute opportu⸗- 
1 1 * nit; however, as the ſubject of your ſermon is 
* "15 6offinied to my firſt Letter, I preſume you are 
© "conviticed that your” daughrer s anſwer to that 
"2 _ Letrer was by no means a fufficient defence of 
"your character, or ornament to your cauſe; and 
AT B Gn 


(ts) 
therefore yon * börth in che pulpit du the 
ſeventeenth and eighteenth of :Februaryg:1788, 
not to preach the goſpel, but to vindicate 'yuur- 
e againſt the feeble attacks of a woman | 
"O00 une I have 3 eue un are 
* threefold, 491 wen 
_ Firſt, that you are N Foul a Riridahe ye- 
ry (oppoſite to that which the - goſpel inſpires 
when brought to the heart with power.. 
Second, that you are WG away by pride 
and ſelf-exaltation, and * oy 1379 
Third. That you are erroneous in your 
0 — in denying that the moral Jaw 
is ſtill to be conſidered as the rule of a be- 
liever's conduct; and I have fairly prov- 
cd theſe charges againſt you in my firſt and ſe- 
cond letters, and that not with carnal wenpons, 
not with railing or ſcurrility, but with the ſword 
of the ſpirit, the word of God, with arguments 
clearly deduced from the ſcriptures of truth, 
and from your own language and conduct. 
Now, ſir, when you ſtood forth to vindicate 
pyourſelf from theſe charges, both from the pul- 
pit and the preſs, it ſhould have been your bu- 
©! +{inefs to refute them by proving; yourſelf, to be 
a quite contrary perſon to what L had repre- 
ſented you: you ſnhauld: have proved yourſelf 
an humble man, and poſſeſſed of a meek and 
auiet ſpirit; and that your ſentiments concern- 
ing the law, were ſuch as the, bible warrants: 


i, til] you have eee you: SROAAF: with. pro- 
870 292. 13 | priety 
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riety be ſaid to have vindicated yourſelf from 
ine changes I have brought againſt you. But 
Have you done this in the ſermon you have 
lately putlimed? No, but the very reverſe: 
you have 'proved' to all intents and purpoſes, 
that every charge 1 brought againſt you is true: 
you have proved to a demonſtration; that the 
divine and heavehly graces of love and gentle- 
oh have very vey little influence upon your 
mind; had is been a doubtful caſe before, it is 
now utiqueſtionably evident: my ſincere prayer 
1K you, fir, is, that you may not be the laſt per- 
' fan in the world that perceives it. You have 
not attempted to gainſay any one thing that IL 
have aſſerted, but have ſubſtituted calumny and 
falſhood in the place of ſound reafoning and ſo- 
lid argument: 4 You have laid the reins on the 
neck of paſſion: You have given full ſcope to 
- "wrath and bitterneſs, and trampled truth, can- 
dour and meekneſs, undetneath your feet. In 
ſo doing, fir; you have not wounded me in the 
leaſt, but you have wounded your own foul ; 
and one day or other you will feel the ſmart 
of it: for my part, I pay not the leaſt atten- 
tion to any thing you have ſaid, becauſe I view 
you as one intoxicated with pride and fury, and 
out of your right mind; as ſuch, I pity, par- 
, don, and pray for you daily. 
ef IL have ſpoken evil, bear witaeta of the 
s evxil; but if well, why ſmiteſt thou me?” 
John xviii, 23. If my letters to you contain 
| 1 any 
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any any thing falſe. or erroneous: any thing either 
. to ſound doctrine or the ſpirit of the 
goſpel, why. do. you not quote the paſſages 
and prove me wrong? You have not 7 8 
ted to do this, and, yet you have paſt ſen- 
h upon me in the ſęvereſt manner, though 
vou have got convicted me of any, fault: you 
ow. you could not do that; your. ,own con- 
_ ſcience bears. witneſs to the truth gf every. thing 
I haye aſſerted; if it does not, Why did, you not 
* in fa „open, and candid manners examine 
my, arguments, and prove them falacidug, if 
they are ſo? 1 hope. I have a mind open to 
conviction, and if you can prove L. have aſſert- 
ed any thing contrary to the word of God, or 
that I am miſtaken, in what is the ſpirit of. the 
goſpel, 1 will publicly acknowledge it in the 
face of the world ; bur you know you cannot 
do this; your. inmoſt ſoul feels that I have the 
eternal truth of God on my fide, and therefore, 
though you can rail at FF and call me a thou- 
.. and hard 3 (very. fi t to frighten children 
With) yet you. have not, nor can. you gainſay 
or diff prove any thing that T have, allerted. 
Ino proceed to examine the ſpirit of your 
book; and the firſt witneſs I ſhall, call is the 
Rev. Mr Huntington. As 1 do not intend to 
well this pamphlet to any great ſize, 1 ſhall 
content myſelf with ſelecting a few paſſages. out 


of the very many which preſent themſelves to. 


view in every page of your ſermon, 


ce The 


e 


cc The laſt 8 Pamphlet on er. 
« which was firft Tent out withöut Da name, 
« ſeemed tõ cauſe great triumphs in Gath ; "the ” 
e Philiſtines ſhoated; ſuppoſing that Sampſo 4 
ce was bound dy a woman: and to be ſure when 
ce 1 heard it Vas written by a female, I was ſut-" 
« priſet : at her BRAZEN BROW, eſpecially when 
te [ was informed it was done by a woman that 
ce PROFESSES RELIGION ;—a' woman that is 4 
e MEMBER of A CHURCH :—a Wothati chat Gol 
« pel miniſters countenance and viſit. I never 
dt was more ſurpriſed, and muſt confeſs it Was 


ce © ſuch a piece of infernal preſumption, ſuch 


« contempt of God, fuch rebellion' againſt his 


« command, and fuch Daring" InsoLECx, as | 
e never tead nor heard of, as coming from any 
« Of THE WEAKER SEX, ſince I have . in the 
« world.” P. 87. e e 
Even the Witch of Endor, chough the was 
« a pimp for the devil in private, yet had mo- 
« deſty enough to conceal her Tx END, and het 
ce paryiee converse with him, &c. This Wo- 
«c © man” 8 wickedneſs was exceeding great ; ſhe 
« jg {aid to hold converſe with a FAMILIAR 
« $p1krT, to correſpond with the devil; be a 
Aw to him, and ſtand pimp for him, is the 
oe: quinteſſence of ſpirituab wickedneſs; yet to 
give this DAUGHTER of the DEVIL her pb, it 
cc muſt be granted, har ſhe was not without ſome 
"Pp modeſty; for ſhe never reproaches the mer 
0 wn he had Mine,” c. &c. P. 94. 


= | » * Among 


= 


ot 118 n 


5 « ; Amory al the women that are called mo- 
te chers in Ifrael among all the women that are 
« called hleſſed — among all that are called 
66 faithfyl—amang all that are called prophet- . 
4 7. of the Lord — among all that are cal- 
« led' honourable women — among all that are 


« ſaid tg miniſter to the Saviour, or help his ſer- 
« vants; nay, not one among the falſe pro- 
tt pheteſſes not Herodias herſelf not one a - 
« mong Paul's tatling women, Who waxed wan 
if ton, learned to be idle, wandering about 
« from houſe to houſe not one of the old wiv 
ee that dealt in fables — not one of the witches 
« held familiarity with the devil himſelf, had 
© ever courage, or inſolence enough to qvrite a- 
« gainſt the ſervants of the Lord, but Jezebel 
% ho among all the females that ever were 
5 born of women, was the moſt infamous for 
« ſpiritual wickedneſs and murger, and her end 
«© was as dreadful as her life was vile, &c.” p. 95. 
de This venerable mother Jezebel, is all the 
ri precedent that our preſent propheteſs, has got 
« to cquntenance her in writing againſt the ſer- 
« yants of Gop, and the myſtical bady, to Which 
te this name Jezebel is now applied, is as preg- 
« nant with miſchief, and as unſatjated for the 
« blood of the faints, as her literal mother was, 
e and all the artillery of Gop is levelled at her, 
seven at -popiſh Jezebel, who calls herſelf, a 
ff . and Pn. to teach,” p. 97, 


| 66 Ang 


(G [ 
And chis 1 will be bold to affim, chat if 1 


cc have written falſnood if I am in errors - if 
. « my doctrine makes void the law—if I be an 
*« antinomian—and influenced by a bad or by a 
« party ſpirit—if I am of a blood thirſty-diſpo- - 
<« ſition it influenced with,rancour, ſpleen and 
« bitterne6—if deſtitute of meekneſs and can 
« dout, and too big by ene half.” (This is a 
falſe quotation from my letter, my words are, 
ce too great by half in your own eyes and 
« efteem.”) - . then it may be depended upon 
that the conduct of the preſent combination 
« Has been conſiſtent with the will of Gop, and 
« that our preſent propheteſs who has made ſo 
&« free with me, my office, my doctrines and my 
« ſtature, in my pretenſions to excel, has done 
ce right, and that Gop will ſhew his approba- 
ce tion, and bear his comfortable teſtimony to 
« them, and incline his ſaints to juſtify his pro- 
ce ceeding in and by them all. But if on the 
« other hand, I am a child of his, and am called 
* byhim tothe miniſtry ® and am doing his work, 
ce inſtead of deceiving the people, or dividing 
te them by a bad ſpirit of ſpleen and bitterneſs ; 
e then I ſay, God ſoall ſhew me a token for good, 
_ «© and that others that hate me ſhall ſee it; and 
cc thoſe of the combination who have ſlandered 
c me, reproached me, and injured me, together 
8 . «wich 


* Sir, I never controverted your being a child of Gon, 
and ſent of him into the miniſtry, you know I have repeat - 
edly aſſured you, that I believe both. | 


\ 
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„b e prides; Fer bas weck Th 
« free with my 10 ſhall ſenſibly meet witk 
« the viſible diſap probation of God, and it nal! 
«+ be” made known in as plain a manner as the 
. approbarion of Gop to Abel was before Cain. 
4e TThall pawn ny honour'in' the miniſtry upon 
this, and the preſent generation ſhall bear wit - 
cc delt to it; and I will leave Gon ' to juſtify his 
« 0wn conduct, with reſpect to ſending out ſuth * 
te bad ſpirited en as me, and to vindicate me 


Ke 


ke if Tam his ſervant,” 


te I wiſh every true Iſraelite to obſerves why 
| «this enithuſſaſtic Micalh faith, and Werch a 


ce event.“ 


P. 63. 


= 


4 Such idle, tatling, Adele Women Who 
ce pretend to the ſpirit of Gop,' while they are 
«deſtitute of his operations, and act ſo diame- 
be trically oppoſite to the word of the Lord, ſin 
<« with an higher hand than I did when in a 
« ſtate of nature, for even then, there appeared 
e ſomething © ſacred and awful in the name 
60 Holy Spirit, or Holy Ghoſt, that I never 
_ « cared even to mention it, unleſs in reading, 
« but theſe hardened hypocrites are more un- 


te daynted than Simon Magus, he offered to buy 
<« the Spirit with money, and theſe pretend to 
. be influenced by him, in order to get money. 
God ſhall diſcover this woman, whom] believe 
te to be deſtitute of all reverence of God, or fear 
* of him: And Mr Holywell-moynt, who 
f bought Af Ba Peu ee 


to circu· 
Fc late 


en )- 


ce late in order to injure, me in the 1 of; the 
“Lord, he knows nothing of the plague of his 
te own heart, nor of a ſpiritual birth; and as 
6c for Sir Ham Cottiſh, and Mr. Belly, God 2 1 
gc ver ſent. them at all to preach his word. f 
« I have obtained mercy, I hope to be Arn 
T faithful, to try the ſpirits whether they are of 
« God, and to try them which ſay they are 
ce apoſtles, or evangeliſts, and to prove them li- 
ce ars if they axe not. This is a work that be- 
ce longs to the Lord's ſervants, aud God in his 
* oyyn time ſhall bring forth our righteouſneſs 
| «as the light, and our judgment as the noon= 
ce day; and then it ſhall be made manifeſt who 
« are his, and who not. Now to the king eter- 
ce nal, immortal, inviſible, the only wiſe God 
cc our Saviour, be glory, majeſty, dominion and. 
& power, now and for ever, amen and amen.“ 
What an awful profanation of a ſacred text 
is here: What! can the ſame tongue that 
peurs out curſes againſt men, offer up ſolemn 
aſcriptions of praiſe to Jehovah ? well ſaid the 
apoſtle James, “The tongue can no man tame, 
jr is an unruly evil, full of deadly poiſon, there- 
with bleſs we God even the Father, and there- 
f with curſe we men, which are made after the 
ſimilitude of God; out of the ſame mouth pro- 
ceedeth bleſſing and curſing. My brethren, 
theſe things ought not ſo to be, doth a fountain 
ſend forth at the ſame place ſweet water and bit- 
| ter? Can the fig tree n brethren bear olive- 


berries? 
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bereies? ether a vine figs? ſo can no fountains | 
both yeild ſalt water and freſh,” James iii, 812. 
I have diſmiſſed this evidence, and ſhall now 
proceed to call forth another; the word of God, 
and when we have heard the teſtimony that 
will give every ſerious chriſtian, and I hope, 
Sit, your on heart too, will be able to decide 
whether the ſpirit of your ſermon bears the 
neareſt reſemblance to the ferocious nature of 
the lion, the tyger and the bear, or to the mee 
and gentle diſpoſition of the lamb and the dove. 
Suppoſe we begin with my old motto, as' , ; 
have taken it for your text, it is Harticularly pro- 
per. © The ſervant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, 
bur be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, pa- 
tient, in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelves,” 2 Tim. 11. 24, 28. Bleſſed are the 
meek, for they ſhall inherit the earth,” Matt. v. 
5. © I ſay-unto you, love your enemies, bleſs * 
them that curſe you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe you, 
and perſecute you, Matt.“ v. 44. Learn of 
me, for I am meek and lowly in heart,“ Matt. 
xi, 29. „ And when his diſciples James and 
John ſaw this, they ſaid, Lord wilt thou that 
we command fire to come down from heaven 
and conſume them, even as Elias did? But he - 
turned and rebuked them, and ſaid, ye know ' 
not what manner of ſpirit ye are of, for the Son 
of man is not come to deſtroy mens lives, but 
to ſaye them, Luke ix 54—56, © Bleſs them 
that 


8 | 
that perſecute vi” bleſs and curſe a” * Rom. 5 
xii. 14. Let all bitterneſs, and wrath, and 
anger, and clamour, and evil- ſpeaking, be put a- 
way from you, with all malice, and be ye kind one 
to another, tender hearted, forgivingone another, 
even as God, for Chriſt's ſake has forgiven you,” 
Eph. iv. 31, 32. „Let your moderation be 
known unto all men,“ Phil. iv. 5. * But now 
ye alſo put off all theſe anger, wrath, malice, 
&c. e Put on therefore as the elect of God, 
"holy and' beloved, bowels of mercies, kindneſs, 

* humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, 
forbearing one another, and forgiving one ano- 
ther; if any man have a quarrel againſt any, 
even as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do ye; and 
above all theſe things put on charity, which is 
the bond of perfectneſs,” Col. iii. 8 14. „Be- 
ing reviled we bleſs, being perſecuted we ſuffer 
it, being defamed, we intreat,“ 1 Cor. iv. 12, 14. 
« Who is a wiſe man, and endued with know- 
ledge among you, let him ſhew out of a good 
converſation his works, with meekneſs of wiſdom, 
but if ye have bitter envying and ſtrife in your 
hearts, lie not againſt the truth, this wiſdom 
deſcendeth not from above, but is earthly, ſen · 
ſual, deviliſh,” James iii. 13, 14. © If a man 
lay, 1 love God, and hateth his brother, he is a 
liar,” 1 John iv. 20. „He that loveth not, 
knoweth not God, for God is love,“ ibid 8. 
« Finally be ye all of one mind, having com- 
pen one of another, love as brethren, be pi- 


tiful, | 


7D. 


tiful, be courteous, not renderj ng evil for. evil, 
or Fung for railing,. but Be vile bleſſing, 
knowing that ye are thereunto called, that * 
ſhould inherit a bleſſing,” Peter iii. 8, 9. 
Having thus heard the teſtimony of the 8 | 
of God, I now appeal to your own. Conſcience, | 
Sir, and to eyery ſerious reader, whether the ſpi- vi 
rit of your ſermon, and the ſpirit of theſe ſcrip * 
tures agree in one, do they harmoniſe? do hey - 
ſpeak one language, and evidently ſpring from 
one ſource? or are. they as oppoſite, to each” 


other, as . light, and darkneſs, peace and War, 5 
Chriſt and Belial ? 8 


The laſt clauſe of your text ſir, informs you 


that as a ſervant of the Lord you are in, meek- 
neſs to inſtruct thoſe that oppoſe themſelves,” 7 
If I therefore had taken. up my pen in oppoſition 
io any of the truths of the Bible, or all thoſe. 
truths, your duty. was, not to rail, and pro- 
nounce curſes againſt me, but in meckneſs to. 
have inſtructed me: but I have not oppoled, 
any truth contained in the ſcripture, ſo far from 
that, ] have truth, and the God. of truth on my 
fide ; and you yourſelf have not attempted to, 
prove the contrary, neither have I oppoſed you 
as a ſervant of the Lord, but only, cenſured your 
conduct ſo far as it is unbecoming that character; 
it is your droſs and rubbi ſh that I have found 
fault with, and. not your fine gold, it is your 
wrathful ſpirit and erroneous fentiment that I 
have opoſta. and not you: and therefore that 
whirlwind 
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irh ick e of pat oft that Burtt Fort * your lips 
Y tlie pulpit, and from, your Pen fo the preſs, 
N never a pear 2 "Zeal for God, his truth or 
0 13295 cauſe, 15 a weak and feeble attetnpt to 
* pride, error and bitterneſs; an attempt 
x 1 55 den elt deftroys the deſign wich Whit it was 
. made, for vou ought to have conſideted, fir, that 
| "Fa gh 5 Jou "preached. and wrote in a paſſion, 
: Jet your readers would be in a vety different 
frame of mind when examining* your Work: 
+ Judicious candid, minds will never take declama- 
tion and the ravings of a reſtleſs ſpirit, for a vin- 
dication of your conduct; they will rather view 
7 it as A ful] prodf that your cauſe is bad, and will 
not admit of any ſeriptural or rational defence. 
Truth! is of fuch a noble nature, chat it never 
| ſtands in need of defamation and falſhood to 
| ſupport i it. No, it ſcorns ſuch unworthy aids, 
and if it muſt have aſſiſtance, it will accept of 
. ho allyt but what is of an honourable and heavenly 
nature. 1 ſhall make no comment on the ſerip- 
tures [ have cited, they are not abſtruſe paſſages, 
they carry their full meaning in their faces, and 
are ſo plain that he who runs may read them, a 
: Wayfaring man though a fool, cannot err in de- 
eiding What Kind of ſpirit they deſcribe,'I leave 
my readers to compare them with your ſermon, 
and am perſuaded their virdict will be, it favours 
not of God, but of man. 
2 Secondly. T am now in the ſecond place to 
addreſs a few lines to you, fir, f in as ſerious” and 
as 


WW 
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as ſolemn a manner as J poſſibly can. I white 
in the preſence of an heart-ſearching God, who 
is well acquainted both with me and every word 
I have rote to you, and alſo with my motives 
for writing: his omniſcient eye is. alſo upon 
you, and he knows every. ſyallable your, ſermon 
contains; I ſpeak as in his preſence, when I ſay 
my mind never entertained any prejudice againſt 
you, but what aroſe from the conſideration of 
your Pride, bitter ſpirit, and erroneous ſenti- 
ment: neither have I now, fir, any diſapproba- 
tion to you as a man, a chriſtian or a preacher, 
but only to that ruſt and rubbiſh about you, 
Which mars all your beauties, buries your ex- 
q cellencies, and which you yourſelf moſt” particu- 
larly ought to hate and fight againſt with all the 
weapons the armoury of God affords : it was to 
point out theſe evils to you, fir, that I took up 
my pen at firſt, you appear ſomewhat hurt at 
my doing it in a public. manner, to be ſure if 
your faults had been private, it would have been 
highly proper, that the *reproof ſhould have 
been fo too, but that was-by no means the®caſe, 
- you have diſcovered them yourſelf to the'world, 
you have printed and publiſhed them in the face 
of the fun, and therefore it was quite proper and 
more than proper, it was abſolutely neceſſary 
that the reproof ſhould be public alſo. The 
Apoſtle Paul purſued the fame line of conduct 

with reſpect to Peter ; had Peter's offence been 
of a private nature, there i is no doubt bi Paul 
| ' ----- would 
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- would have reproved him privately but it was 
public in the face of the church, and therefore 
Paul withſtood him to the face, and that pub- 
>licly, c before them all. Gal, ij. 11. 14, Now, 
fir, though I have publiſhed my letters 10 you, 
yet there is nothing in them calculated to injure 
your miniſtry, or flander you. No, they contain 
truth, and ſuch truth as you can never gainſay 
or diſprove,;. they are not a whip of ſcorpions, 
but a gentle admonition, but if you kick againit 
truth and gentle admonition like a wild Bull of 
Baſhan, what. would you do if you were really 
perſecuted and ſlandered ? I am afraid you would 
not appear much like a lamb, but that you 
would invert the apoſtle's exhortation, he ſays, 
. « Bleſs, and curſe not; but it is evident you 
Would curſe and bleſs not, for if you treat me 
thus who never ſlandered, or injured you in the 
4 it cannot be expected you would treat any 
who did, with a greater degree of meekneſs. 
You condemn me, ſir, as a hypocrite, an har- 
brite hypocrite; a 4 ſpiced and perfumed hypo- 
* crite; and the gentlemen of the Evangelical 
Aſſociation, as being falſe prophets, wandering 
ſtars, and wells without water; and as ſuch, 
you conſign them and me over to fiery judg- 
ments; and even pawn your honour in the 
te miniſtry upon this, that God ſhall ſet as viſi- 
ee hle a mark of his diſpleafure upon us, as he 
did upon Cain,” Theſe are awful things, 
fir, and though I ſuppoſe the gentlemen of the 
Aſſoc ĩation, pay as little regard to your threat- 
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**Enings is 1 do, and look upon: them in the ſame 
: point of view, viz, as being Jeſs than nothibg 
and vanity? yet” 1 repeat it again, theſe are 
awful things. You h have made a moſt foletnn. 
- appeal—and I, fir;*with the greateſt calmneſs 
And compoſure of mind, make the ſame appeal 
I commit myſelf and my cauſe, into the hands 
of that God who is the ſearcher of the heart, and 
the trier of the reins; being ' confidently per- 
ſvaded, that he will both own me for his child, 
and all that J have wrote to you, as being Con» 
© fiſtent with his mind and will, and that not *by 
ſetting any mark of diſpleaſure upon you: No, 
God forbid, but in a way of love and mercy, 
by convincing you in his own time and "Way, 
that the part you are now acting is highly dif- 
honourable to the goſpel, and injurious to your 
own peace and the ſueceſs of 'your miniſtry. 
When you are once convinced of this, fin, which 
I confidently hope you will, and earneſtly pray 
that you may, you will be aſhamed of your pre- 
ſent conduct, and with humility” of heart and 
readineſs of mind, acknowledge that you have 
been wrong. I am not out of hope that you 
will make this acknowledgment one day or o- 
2 ther; even to me; · but if you do not an this 
world, I am ſure you will hen you meet me 
in heaven: you will not then heſitate a moment 
in owning that the ſpirit of God is the ſpirit of 
love and meekneſs: you will then have loſt all 
POOR go ſo ſtall 1 and n you gon- 
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| 20h: give'me the right hand f 


ay the Lord has led me, he is my father and 


of the ſhadow. of death, and alſo in the great 


; fame way; may he ſet in your heart as a refia⸗ 


in the pulpit again, may it be not to vindicate 


Es 3 


demo me now as an u Ba 
nom lowſhip, and 


Ve ſhall both ugite in linging che praiſes of God, 


the God of lave, to eternity I have no doubt 


A*. this will be the caſe, and h. I do not 


chooſe to acquaint, your now | with. the ,particu- 
Jars of the. Lord's dealings with my ſoul; yet if 
"Jo pleaſe, 10 read the th verſe of the giſt of 


eremiah, vou will find a complete deſcription 
01 what my experience has been. This is the 


my God, he has owned me already for his 
Child, by the witneſs, the undeniable witneſs of 
his ſpirit in my heart: and he will own me 
for his child, when 1 walk through the valley 


day of judgment, becauſe he is an unchangea⸗ 
ble God. May he alſo. own you, ſir, in the 


er's fire, purging away your droſs, taking away 
your tin, that you may be enabled to ſne forth 
his praiſe by a good converſation in all the 


meekneſs of wiſdom. Whenever eu ſtand up 


yourſelf, not to rail and pronounce curſes a- 


gainſt the Lord 8 miniſters and people, but to 
preach the goſpel of Chriſt in ſincerity: and 


truth; and whenever you write again, may you 
not dip your pen in gall, but write like a man 
of ſenſe, like a chriſtian' and a miniſter of the 
goſpel ; and when you feel and know that how” 
canes vindicate yourſelf by the word of God, 
found 
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1 mund realgn,, and ſolid argument, may „be ; 
fllent and not ſtnop'ſo low as to make uſe of 
„ſuch earnal weapons as defamation, falſhood, 
and perſonal abuſe; theſe are mean and con- 
ö temptible things, they diſgrace a good cauſe, 
and quite rüin a bad one. When you take 
my ſecond letter under conſideration, which 
you have hitherto paſfed over in filence, I hope 
[you will remember this caution, and as T have 
no © houſe to guide,” no family affairs to at- 
tend, 1 am perfectly at leiſure to examine, and 
x hope with candour too, whatever you write 
in reply to that letter, and I intreat that if you 
do write again, you will remember the apoſtle's 
exhofrtation, and put off all theſe, « anger, 
0 wrath, malice, &. and give. ſome evidence 
that you have put on as the elect of God, holy 
and beloved bowels of mercies, kindneſs, num- 
bleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering,” > 
. 12. While this is not the caſe, I am per- 
ſuaded you do not, cannot enjoy peace in your 
mind; may the Holy Spirit enable-you to learn 
of him who was meek and Towly in heart, may 
he preſerve yon from all evil, may he guide you 
more and more into all truth, and crown you 
e ee and tender mercies; fo lin- 
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. your humble Servant : 
MARIA DE e 
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